United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



I ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. | CONFIRMATION NO. [ 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



10/552,225 



10/06/2005 



Mike Voigt 



3433 



6777 



7590 



1 1/29/2006 



Striker Striker & Stenby 
103 East Neck Road 
Huntington, NY 11743 



EXAMINER 



] 



NGUYEN, DUNG V 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



3723 



DATE MAILED: 11/29/2006 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

10/552,225 


Applicant(s) 

VOIGT ET AL. 


examiner 

Dung V. Nguyen 


Art Unit 

3723 





~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)Q This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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6) I3 Claim(s):M4 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) IEI The drawing(s) filed on 06 October 2005 is/are: a)IEl accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

2. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, because the 
specification, while being enabling for a blocking means at least prevents the guard 
from turning around an axis of rotation, does not reasonably provide enablement for a 
blocking means at least prevents the insertion tool from turning around an axis of 
rotation. The specification does not enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make or use the invention 
commensurate in scope with these claims. In the specification, page 5, lines 16-18, 
states "a rotation-prevention means 20 is provided according to the present invention 
that at least limits guard 16 from rotating around an axis of rotation of insertion tool 14 
and/or collar 24". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the. basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Barth et 
al (USPN 5,005,321). Barth et al discloses an angle grinder 10 comprising a guard 30 
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covering at least portions of a rotatably driven insertion tool 13, at least one blocking 
means 35 formed by a stop cam 35 in a clamp 32 connected to a flange 31 provided at 
least prevent the guard 30 from turning around an axis of rotation, a collar 17 including 
an insertion groove 19 and limiting groove 20, wherein the stop cam 35 is located on a 
surface extending substantially perpendicular to the axis of rotation adjacent to a drive 
shaft 12 (note Fig. 1-12, col. 2, line 38 to col. 4, line 46). 

5. Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Keller 
(USPN 6,464,573). Keller discloses an angle grinder 20 comprising a guard 22 
covering at least portions of a rotatably driven insertion tool, at least one blocking 
means formed by a stop cam 60 in a clamp 44 connected to a flange provided at least 
prevent the guard 22 from turning around an axis of rotation 38, a collar 32 including 
insert groove 64 and limiting groove 68, wherein the stop cam 60 is located on a surface 
extending substantially perpendicular to the axis of rotation 38 adjacent to a drive shaft 
34 (note Fig. 1-9, col. 2, line 62 to col. 4, line 25). 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Alessio, Haberle et al and Hausslein et al are cited to show 
guards for angle grinders. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dung V. Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4490. The examiner can normally be reached on IFP Program. 
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8. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph J. Hail can be reached. on 571-272-4485. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

9. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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